[Thoracoscopic Left Atrial Appendectomy for a Patient with Thrombus in the Left Atrial Appendage after Anticoagulation Therapy;Report of a Case].
Thoracoscopic left atrial appendectomy for patients with non-valvular atrial fibrillation has been suggested as a new approach for preventing cardiogenic thromboembolism. While this procedure is effective in patients who suffer from thromboembolism even with anticoagulation therapy, it is contraindicated in patients with an existing left atrial appendage thrombus. We herein report a case of 61-yearold female with atrial fibrillation and recurrent cardiogenic thromboembolism. Left atrial appendage thrombus had been detected even under anticoagulation therapy. We decided to strengthen anticoagulation therapy and successfully resolved the left atrial appendage thrombus. Thus, thoracoscopic left atrial appendectomy was performed safely, and thromboembolism has never occurred since the operation.